CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19)

Lockdown support - Business

As at 16 August 2021

Business Lockdown Support : Update
The support available to individuals and business has been constantly evolving and changing. Here’s
a summary of where support stands around the country.

1. Queensland Business
$5,000 Business Support Grants are available for those impacted by the lockdown from Saturday, 31 July
2021. Your business does not have to be in the local government areas locked down but needs to be
impacted by it.

Small and medium businesses and not for profit organisations eligibility criteria
include:
•
•
•
•
•

must employ staff (employees must be on your payroll and does not include any business
owners)
have a Queensland headquarters
must have an annual turnover of more than $75,000
must have an annual payroll in Queensland of not more than $10 million
must show or declare a reduction in turnover of 30% or more for a 1-week period that
includes at least 1 full day of the:
o South East Queensland lockdown commencing 31 July 2021
o the Cairns and Yarrabah lockdown commencing 8 August 2021
or
o any other lockdown in Queensland in August 2021.

How to apply
Applications opened today - see Business Queensland for details. Your application will need to
include the required supporting evidence. Grants will be processed in the order that they are
lodged, therefore your early lodgement is important.
You will be paid the grant funds within 2 weeks of being notified that your application has been
approved.

2. NSW - Business
In New South Wales, the following grants and payments are accessible:
• Up to $100,000 in weekly JobSaver cashflow support payments. Payments are based on 40% of your
NSW payroll payments. Eligible businesses without employees that meet the eligibility criteria (such
as sole traders with no employees), can access a payment of $1,000 per week.
• Up to $15,000 through the expanded NSW 2021 COVID-19 business grants program
• NSW micro-business grants
The decline in turnover test required for the JobSaver, COVID-19 business and micro-business grants has
been causing a lot of angst but some additional flexibility has been provided. Businesses and non-profit
entities can now pass this test if they can show a decline in turnover of at least 30% due to the Public
Health Order over a minimum 2-week period within the relevant test period compared to:
• The same period in 2019;
• The same period in 2020; or
• The 2-week period immediately before the start of the relevant test period.
The test period depends on which payment you are looking at:
• COVID-19 business grant: 26 June 2021 to 17 July 2021 (this is changed to 27 May 2021 to 17 July
2021 for entities on the NSW border with Victoria);
• JobSaver and the micro-business grant: 26 June 2021 until the Greater Sydney lockdown ends.
This additional flexibility is helpful for businesses that started after the comparison period in 2019 and for
those that have undertaken an acquisition, disposal or restructure.

3. Victoria - Business
There are two main streams for grants in Victoria:
• Those who qualified for the Business Costs Assistance Program Round Two or the Licensed Hospitality
Venue Fund 2021; and
• Businesses that previously did not access grants
Existing grant beneficiaries
If your business previously received the Business Costs Assistance Program Round Two or the Licensed
Hospitality Venue Fund 2021, additional grants of $2,800 for the Business Costs Assistance Program
Round Two and up to $20,000 for the Licensed Hospitality Venue Fund 2021 have been announced. Your
business cannot retrospectively apply for these grants. See Helping Victorian Businesses Who Need It
Most.
New grants
For businesses that did not access previous grants, the Business Costs Assistance Program Round Two
July Extension offers grants of $4,800 for employing and non-employing business depending on your
sector. For those in the hospitality sector, a new Licensed Hospitality Venue Fund 2021 July Extension is
available offering grants of up to $7,200 for each eligible premises. Applications for both grants close 13
August 2021.

A new Small Business COVID Hardship Fund grant of up to $8,000 has been announced for businesses
that are not eligible for existing support funding. To access the grant, your business must be severely
impacted by the COVID-19 lockdowns with a decline in turnover of 70% or more. No further details are
available at present.
Other support
For Alpine businesses, additional grants between $5,000 and $20,000 will be available to 430 Alpine
based businesses. See the Alpine Resorts Winter Support Program (closes 20 August 2021).
Rent relief for commercial tenants is also now in place for businesses that have suffered a decline in
turnover of at least 30% as a result of COVID-19. Landlords will be required to provide proportional rent
relief in line with a business’s reduction in turnover and mediation is available through the Victorian
Small Business Commission. A hardship fund will be established for landlords providing rent relief
although no details are available as yet.

3. South Australia - Business
Grants of $3,000 for employing businesses and $1,000 for non-employing businesses are available to
businesses that experienced a decline in turnover of at least 30% as a result of the health restrictions
from 20 July 2021. The grants are available to those with a turnover of $75,000 or more and Australia
wide payroll of less than $10 million. See COVID-19 Business Support Grant – July 2021 for details.

How to contact us
We’re available to assist you with the lockdown support for you and your business.
Ph: 07 3217 5700
Email : contact@py.com.au
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Disclaimer and general advice warning
The contents of this document are for general information only and do not consider your personal circumstances or situation.
Furthermore, this document does not contain a detailed or complete explanation of the law, as provisions or explanations have been
summarised and simplified. This document is not intended to be used, and should not be used, as professional advice.
The contents of this document do not constitute financial product advice and should not be used in making a decision with respect
to a financial product. It is not intended to take the place of professional advice and you should not take action on the specific issues
in reliance of this information. Taxation is only one of the matters that must be considered when making a decision on a financial
product. Before making an investment decision, you need to consider (with or without the assistance of an advisor) whether this
information is appropriate to your needs, objectives and circumstances.
P+Y, its directors, employees and consultants expressly disclaim any and all liability to any person, whether a purchaser or not, for
the consequences of anything done or omitted to be done by any such person relying on a part or the whole of the contents. Do not
act on the information without first obtaining specific advice regarding your particular circumstances from P+Y.

